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Expedition Report: Get inspired by Eden Project 

UK- Cornwall 

Cornwall is home to the "Eden Project," a global garden. I 
took a bus from London to Saint Austell during the summer 
to visit this incredible place. When I arrived in St. Austell, I 
took the local bus that stops at the Eden Project. On the way 
to the stop, there is a panoramic view of the area, where I 
marvelled at the magnificent structure of the biodomes and 
the natural beauty. 

There are pictures of the area before reforestation at the 
Eden project's entrance. The site was a clay pit a few 
years ago, and it is now a fully reforested area with over 
two thousand introduced and native plants, as well as the 
home of several UK native animals. 



I first went to the tropical biodome because, as a Bolivian, I felt at home in the tropics. It was 
incredible to see the vegetation of the paleo tropics and neotropics in the same place; it helps 
to understand the differences between the tropics. The weather in this biodome was 
extremely pleasant. There is artificial rain in this place that explains the importance of the 
water cycle for these ecosystems. 

It was also important for me to see a section of the dome 
dedicated to Amazonian deforestation and how it affects 
animal populations, including the jaguar, which is the species I 
am studying for my Master's degree at Queen Mary. I believe 
it is critical to raise awareness about the conservation of these 
animal and plant species and to evaluate our daily actions and 
how they affect the tropical forest. 

Secondly, I went to the “outdoor gardens” biodome. The 
vegetation in the outdoor gardens biodome was completely 
different. This biodome focuses on temperate-zone plants such 
as cattail, scent plants, tea, hops, lavender, hemp, and cultivars. 



Tomatoes, grapes, lettuce, chilli peppers, and kale show how important plants are in our daily 
lives. It was the first time that I had seen several unusual varieties, each of which had a distinct 
colour, aroma, and form. This demonstrates to me that there is a vast variety of flavours, 
colours, and shapes to discover among the different cultivars in the world. 

However, both biodomes shared something: pollinators. The pollinators are highlighted on 
the Eden Project, with several sculptures and charts explaining their importance to visitors. 
Furthermore, bees can be seen pollinating the flowers. 



The amount of detail that was put into the bee and butterfly sculptures was impressive to me, 
and it demonstrates the importance of artistic techniques, which are essential tools for 
visualising, understanding the morphology of tiny species, such as insects, and allowing the 
public to admire them. 

Finally, I went to see "Invisible Worlds," which depicts the 
importance of microorganisms in nature and for humans 
through art sculptures. The explanation of the importance of 
fungi and microbes for soil in this space piqued my interest.  

There were also art sculptures of viruses, bacteria, and 
microbiota that demonstrated the importance of those in our 
world and in our bodies, as well as the fact that we all live 
together and need each other. Furthermore, the incredible 
cyanobacteria sculpture "the big blue" shows me that there 
is an entire world that we do not see and functions of 
microorganisms that we do not understand yet. 

It's amazing to be inspired by nature, to understand our place on the planet, and to recognise 
the importance of protecting Mother Earth. I am grateful to Queen Mary University of London 
for providing the expeditions fund, which enabled me to embark on this adventure. 


