
Expedition fund in Egypt 2022 

This summer I was fortunate enough to have travelled throughout several cities of Egypt and 

understand the political and historical nature of the country. The Expedition fund placed a 

contribution as an additional fund to my own in allowing me to get a tour guide throughout my 

stay to give me an in-depth analysis of Ancient Egyptian history and the politics that occurred 

through different millenniums and centuries. 

My first day of Egypt involved travelling from London Heathrow Airport and arriving to Cairo 

International Airport in the late afternoon. In which I was picked up by my tour guide who 

provided me with the transport to my hotel and gave me an insight to Egyptian culture and 

customs in which my hotel was situated right beside the Pyramids.  

The second day involved me going to visit the Pyramids in Giza and the Sphinx. That day I learnt 

that there were 3 great pyramids and 6 smaller ones, so 9 in total. 3 of each were made for the 

Pharoah’s three wives. I also learnt that 10000 men worked on the Pyramids in a 3-month 

rotational period in which they were given salaries, given two days off a week (similar to us) 

and had huts provided to stay there and work on the Pyramids and were allowed to invite their 

wives. This an interesting display of how workers' rights come into play considering how many 

thousands of years ago the Pyramids were built. Each Pyramid was built with such great 

architecture and precision that it has remained in the same place today. One block of the 

Pyramid weighted about 1.5 tonnes and the total of the pyramids weight is 6.5 million tonnes. 

It’s interesting to consider how the Ancient Egyptian people were able to stack the blocks on 

top of each other with no machinery like we have today.  

I was then taken to the Egyptian museum where I saw the Wonders of King Tutankhamen, 

Including His Golden Death Mask and other ancient Egyptian artifacts. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Egyptian Museum and its Artificats. 

 

On the third day, I had breakfast at my pyramid-view hotel and awaited my domestic flight to 

Aswan from Cairo in which I arrived in the night with soaring temperatures of 36° and 

temperatures reaching high as 45° in the day. In which I arrived at my Nile Cruise which would 

be my floating hotel for the next 4 days.  

On Day 4, sightseeing began in Aswan where I visited the dams in the Aswan governate and 

then the temples of Kom Ombo which was constructed during The Ptolemaic Dynasty, 180–47 

BC. Some Additions to it were Later Made During the Roman Period. The Building Is Unique 

Because its 'double' design meant That There Were Courts, Halls, Sanctuaries and Rooms which 

were duplicated for two sets of Gods, the Ancient Egyptians believed in. 

 

 



 

My Cruise Ship and Temple of Kom Ombo. 

 

On Day 5, the Nile Cruise set assail to the next two locations beginning with Edfu in the early 

morning, waking up at 5am to begin our tour at 6am. This involved visiting one of the best-

preserved temples in Egypt ‘The Temple of Horus’ with great archaeological detail and riding to 

and back from my cruise ship to the Temple by a horse. Edfu Temple was dedicated to Horus, 

who was the son of Isis and Osiris with impressive walls and inscriptions and pictures displaying 

Horus having his revenge on the brother of his father Seth. Edfu Temple is the best-preserved in 

Egypt and the Second largest after Karnak Temple. 

Throughout the day, as we waited for the cruise ship to arrive in Luxor, we rested on the top of 

the ship in the sun or our hotel rooms and then visited the Temple of Luxor when we arrived in 

the late afternoon. It is an important temple to ancient Egyptians situated 700km from Cairo 

displaying one of the most important monuments in the world, with its distinctive weather 

welcoming tourists all over the world mainly Europe. 

 

 



 

 

Luxor Temple (left), Karnak Temple (right). 



 

 

Karnak Temple (both) 



 

Day 6, Luxor Day tour began with having breakfast with several tours throughout the day with 

the scorching heat of 45° in Luxor. After having breakfast, I was driven out with my tour guide 

and visited ‘The Valley of the Kings’ which was a temple a few feet up on the mountain and had 

a beautiful of Luxor from the top. It is an important place holding several Ancient Pharaoh’s of 

the ‘New Kingdom’. 

This then proceeded to the visit of ‘The Temple of Hatshepsut’ which was a true example of the 

advanced level of classical architecture in Ancient Egypt. It was filled with classical architecture 

with ancient Egyptians were able to reach as it was built on three levels. 

We then proceeded to Colossi of Memnon which are two twin massive stone statues of 

Pharoah Amenhotep the Third which made from blocks of Quartzite and moved 700km from 

Cairo to Luxor to build these statues. 

Then having lunch and finishing the tour and visiting ‘The Complex of Karnak Temples’ (pictured 

above) which is the largest and oldest house of worship built on 147 acres of land and 

constantly being enlarged by generations of Pharoah's who continuously desired to honour 

their Gods. 

 

Hatshepsut Temple 



 

Colossi of Memnon 

 



 

Valley of the Kings (previous 2 photos). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After my tour had ended in Aswan to Luxor, I returned to Cairo in my initial hotel to explore the 

Islamic side and architect in Cairo. I continued my trip on Day 7 to deepen my historical 

knowledge and see these historic sites that have remained perfectly intact over the centuries. I 

visited ‘The Saladin Citadel of Cairo’ with its beautiful grand features.  

 



 

 



 

The view from above outside of the Citadel. Personally one of my favourite pictures overlooking Cairo. 

 

 

 

After visiting the Citadel, I proceeded to see the Saladin Citadel of Cairo (first two pictures) 

constructed by Salah ad-Din and improved upon by succeeding Egyptian rulers. From the 13th 

through the 19th centuries, it served as Egypt's capital and the abode of its monarchs for about 

700 years. Then I visited the Mosque of Ibn Tulun (last) which is the largest mosque in Cairo in 

terms of land size, it is one of the oldest mosques still remaining in its original form in all of 

Africa and Egypt. It is constructed around an open square courtyard that lets in natural light 

which is useful with the hot sunny days that continuously occur in Egypt throughout the year. 



 



The next morning, I ended my trip visiting the Pyramids and the Sphinx once more before my 

flight. It was aboslutely worth it because I was one of the first ones there and it was completely 

empty! 

 

I was able to get this magnificent picture of the Great Pyramid and Sphinx with no other tourists there! 

 

Overall, it was my best 10 days across Egypt. It allowed me to gain an understanding of a 

different side of the world with kind and respectful locals that helped me with any of my 

troubles or needs. They also made this a trip to remember and welcomed me into Egypt as if it 

were a country of my own. I will always remember Egypt as an insightful trip with rich historical 

sights spanning of thousands of years and how the Egyptian people are proud of their culture 

and history – as they should be! 

I would like to thank the QMUL Expedition fund for helping contribute towards this trip and 

making it a trip for me to remember. It allowed me to get a tour guide who was able to help 

organise this trip and give me an insightful tour of the architecture and history behind every 

building and the perception of what ancient Egyptians people had when erecting these 

buildings that would last for centuries and even mileniums. This fund also contributed to me 

being more immersive and perceptive to the world around us and furthering my interest in 

wanting to work in different parts of the world specifically as a diplomat. 


