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Programme Specification
Schools also involved in teaching part of the programme
Learning Outcomes 
The programme provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, skills and other attributes in the following areas. The programme outcomes are referenced to the relevant QAA benchmark statement(s) (see above) and the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland (2008), and relate to the typical student. Additionally, the SEEC Credit Level Descriptors for Further and Higher Education 2003 and Queen Mary Statement of Graduate Attributes have been used as a guiding framework for curriculum design. 
Knowledge and understanding of:             
A
Intellectual skills - able to:    
B
Transferable skills - able to:    
C
Practical skills - able to:    
D
Module Title  
Module
Code
Credits
Level
Module
Selection 
Status
Academic 
Year of Study
Semester 
Programme Specification Approval
8.2.1.3144.1.471865.466429
Dr David JAmes
Dr David James
	CurrentPage: 
	PageCount: 
	Insert the full programme title e.g. BSc Geography.: MA in English Studies
	Awarding_body: Queen Mary, University of London
	Teaching_institution: Queen Mary, University of London
	Approved Awards:Certificate of Higher Education (Cert HE)Diploma of Higher Education (Dip HE)Foundation Degree in Arts (FdA)Foundation Degree in Science (FdSc)Bachelor of Arts (BA)Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS)Bachelor of Engineering (BEng)Bachelor of Law (LLB)Bachelor of Medical Science (BMedSci)Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MB,BS)Bachelor of Science (BSc)Bachelor of Science IntercalatedBachelor of Science (Economics) (BSc (Econ))Bachelor of Science (Engineering) (BSc (Eng))Master of Engineering (MEng)Master in Science (MSci)Graduate Certificate (Grad Cert)Graduate Diploma (Grad Dip)Foundation CertificatePre-Masters DiplomaPostgraduate Certificate (PG Cert)Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip)Master of Arts (MA)Master of Business Administration (MBA)Master of Clinical Dentistry (MClinDent)Master of Laws (LLM)Master of Research (MRes)Master of Science (MSc)Masters Degree designated EuroMasters: MA in English Studies
	Duration_of_study: 1 calendar year (full time) 2 calendar years (part time)
	Specify both the internal (QM) Programme Code(s) and the specified UCAS Code(s): Q3SC, Q3U3, Q3S9, Q3SG, Q3SA, Q3S5, Q3U1, Q3SD, Q3S0, Q3SB, Q3S6, Q3U2, Q3U4, Q3SH
	State which relevant Subject Benchmark Statement this programme comes under (see http://qaa.ac.uk/academicinfrastructure/benchmark/default.asp for more details). If there is no relevant Subject Benchmark Statement for this programme state 'not applicable'. : Not applicable
	FHEQ_level: Level 7
	If accredited by a professional/statutory body, please give the name, date of last accreditation visit, approximate date of next visit and details of exemptions that will be given to QMUL graduates. State N/A if not applicable.: N/A
	This is the date that Programme and Module Approval Board denote approval.: 1 February 2017
	Responsible_school: School of English & Drama 
	Other_school: 
	add_school: 
	remove_school: 
	Please provide a detailed rationale for the programme. Programme proposers should address the following issues when putting forward a new programme of study:• its ‘fit’ within existing provision in the school and, if appropriate, in relation to that of other areas of the College;• evidence of student demand and how the programme might broaden the recruitment base of the school;• how existing programmes would benefit from its introduction;• its position in relation to national trends in the area of study;• prospects for graduate employment and/or postgraduate study;• the relationship to the QAA subject benchmark statement and the National Qualifications Framework;• how the programme might enhance the research base of the school.: The MA in English Studies draws on the established research strengths of the Department of English and offers a wide range of modules taught by research specialists in the field. It allows for a broader coverage of literary genres and periods, and by so doing it complements other MA programmes in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (such as the MA in London Studies). It enhances student learning by increasing module choice and aims to improve the graduate student experience through robust and effective academic management. This is an 'umbrella' programme, with a single point of entry leading to clearly defined pathways through the degree. Students who prefer a flexible route can choose modules from across the range of the curriculum, allowing them to consider the relationship between writings from a variety of historical periods and genres, and to write a supervised dissertation in an area of their choice. Students who prefer to specialize choose one of the defined pathways, gain an understanding of the movements, debates, and literary practices that shaped a particular period or genre, and write a supervised dissertation in a related area. The flexibility of the programme makes it appropriate for students who plan to go on to doctoral research, who want to develop and enhance their careers through the experience of research and the acquisition of transferable skills, or who wish to pursue their existing literary interests at a more advanced level. It provides extensive opportunities in the Department and Faculty for part-time study at Masters level.
	The aims of a programme should express the broad purpose for offering the programme.  Aims are commonly expressed in terms of goals to work towards.  They are usually stated following the introductory words ‘This programme aims to…’.  There can be a multiplicity and diversity of aims:• the meeting of local, regional or national need;	• preparation for the prosecution of research;• preparation for employment;• widening access to higher education;	• encouraging the pursuit of independent study in the area.Aims should be justified by their link to the overall academic content of the programme.The aims should also indicate the type of students it is expected that the programme will attract and the type of graduates it will produce.The writing of aims and learning outcomes should:• make students aware of what is expected of them;• specify the end result of a programme and therefore enable the proposer to select the appropriate content, teaching, learning and assessment methods;• help to ensure that the overall programme of study does not become overloaded.  Aims and learning outcomes can provide a better measure of the work expected of a student than lists of syllabus topics. • enable staff to test the effectiveness of a programme in relation to its goals.: • to introduce students to research methods and resources for the advanced study of literature, and to current theoretical and critical approaches to literature, in order to develop skills and knowledge appropriate to Master’s level• to enable students to develop period-specific knowledge and skills in preparation for  doctoral research through the provision of specialized and coherent pathways• at the same time, through the provision of a flexible curriculum to enable students to gain an enhanced understanding of the study of literature relevant to a teaching career, and to improve their competence in transferable skills valued in the market place• to build and enhance students’ independent research, presentation, and essay writing skills through seminar participation, module assessment, and the writing of a supervised research dissertation• to extend access to high-quality MA teaching by putting in place appropriate and effective arrangements for part-time study
	This will add another row to the table so you can add a module.: 
	This will remove the selected learning outcome.: 
	Number: 3
	Outcome: Exercise initiative and personal responsibility in decision making, while at the same time showing a readiness to act inclusively, and to work collaboratively, in a context of conflicting opinions.
	Specify the teaching, learning and assessment strategies employed on the programme in order for the programme learning outcomes to be met. Each learning outcome (or group of outcomes) should have an associated teaching and learning method with a corresponding means of assessment.For instance, acquisition of knowledge and understanding, and development of skills, can be achieved through a range of methods (lectures, small group tutorials, projects, coursework, laboratory work, case studies, problem-solving classes, fieldwork, work-related learning, group work, drop-in centres, independent study, etc.).In contrast, assessment of knowledge, understanding and skills can be through a combination of methods (unseen examinations, open-book examinations, phase tests, in-course assessments, laboratory reports, essay assignments, design exercises, portfolios, project reports, verbal presentations, group presentations, case studies, interview, etc.).: Teaching will be provided in weekly seminars (usually with a maximum of twelve students). Seminars will be led by staff members with research qualifications and interests in the area.  Students will be invited to discuss key issues, including theoretical approaches and interpretative procedures, and to assume an active role in shaping the direction and scope of the discussion. Participation will also be encouraged through seminar presentations, group research, and by the creation of a supportive, attentive, and considerate environment conducive to the exchange of ideas. Seminars will be supplemented by consultations with module convenors, dissertation supervisors, and academic advisers, which will include opportunities for one-to-one discussions of course content, and plans for written work. In addition there will be guided visits to libraries and other archives. Students will be expected to engage in private study in preparation for the seminars and in the production of essays and the dissertation. Each module is supported by a detailed reading list and by other learning materials housed in its on-line learning environment areas.  The dissertation supervisor will be allocated in the light of the student’s outline topic proposal, which is formulated during  semester two in consultation with the adviser (with input as needed from module convenors). The supervisor will have expertise in the area of the student’s proposed topic, and will help the student refine and develop his or her plans. Supervision may include discussion of methodology, research resources, the scope of appropriate reading, the conduct and structure of the argument, the quality of submitted drafts and bibliographical procedures. Supervision will be provided in an initial, individual planning meeting, followed by a series of four one-to-one meetings. The dissertation is a maximum of 15,000 words.The compulsory and elective modules are assessed by written essays of 4,000 words. Students will be able to formulate their own essay topics in consultation with the module convenor who will provide guidance on the planning and development of essays in one-to-one sessions during the second part of the semester. Compulsory credit-bearing modules incorporate an additional 1000-word written exercise to be submitted prior to the end of semester, to be assessed on a pass/fail basis.Written reports on all written work (both essays and dissertations) will be provided by first and second markers. All written work will be returned to students individually by the module convenor or the supervisor in feedback sessions. In order to provide written and oral feedback in good time, essays will be returned with provisional marks before the numerical grade has been formally approved by the external examiners.
	The structure of programme should be described in detail, including the identification of all potential  pathways / routes and modules available. Precise details of the modules can be given in the table below. Alternatively the structure can be presented in textual format in the box provided, as long as all of the key information in the table is detailed. This may be necessary particularly where students are required to select a module from a specific grouping of modules (e.g. take 15 credits from xx, xx, and xx). The structure of the programme should comply with the Queen Mary Academic Credit Framework.: In accordance with the Academic Credit Framework, candidates for the MA in English Studies take modules (including a Dissertation) with a total credit value of 180 at level 7.There are seven pathways through the programme, each defined by one or more compulsory modules, as follows: Pathway 1: English LiteratureCompulsory modules: ESH7001 The Production of Texts in Context; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7000 Dissertation; in addition students must choose one of the following non-credit bearing research skills modules, ESH7036 Researching Modern Culture;  or ESH7045 London Panoramas: Research, Culture and the Long Eighteenth Century, or the 30 credit research skills module, ESH7064 The Material Text, 1300-1700.This pathway offers a flexible route through the programme allowing students to pursue a wide range of topics. The compulsory module, ‘The Production of Texts in Context’, provides an advanced understanding of the material and social conditions in which texts are produced, disseminated, and read by investigating a range of case studies. It also provides students with a sound historical and conceptual preparation for the study of literary texts at postgraduate level. Students select three optional modules (two if they choose ESH7064 The Material Text, 1300-1700 as their research skills option)  from the whole range of modules offered by the Department and complete a dissertation on an approved topic of their choice. Research training is provided by the ‘Resources for Research’ module.Part-time students: first year students take ESH7001 The Production of Texts in Context and ESH7046 Resources for Research. In addition students take a research skills module, normally according to their individual area of interest. They may either take one of the two zero credit modules ESH7036 Researching Modern Culture;  ESH7045 London Panoramas: Research, Culture and the Long Eighteenth Century, or the 30 credit research skills module, ESH7064 The Material Text, 1300-1700. If they choose ESH7064 they will take this in their second year. In addition first year part-time students take one elective module in semester 2.  Second year part-time students take two elective modules plus the dissertation (unless they choose ESH7064 as their research skills module, in which case they take this in the second year, plus one elective module).Pathway 2: Early Modern Studies, 1300-1700Compulsory modules: ESH7063 Writing in the Pre-Modern World; ESH7064 The Material Text, 1300-1700; ESH7000 Dissertation.This pathway gives students the opportunity to explore the vibrant literary and documentary culture that existed in Europe from 1300-1700. The linked compulsory modules, 'Writing in the Pre-Modern World' and 'The Material Text, 1300-1700', introduce students to different methodological approaches to late medieval and Early Modern studies - including the historiography of the period, the importance of national contexts and traditions, the production and dissemination of manuscripts, the impact of print culture, the theory of iconography, and the development of scientific practice – and to practical encounters and skills for reading and identifying scripts, and for understanding manuscripts in different material formats (e.g. codex, roll), the scribe and scribal publication, the printed book, the editor, and the letter, among other topics, before testing those skills against particular texts. When possible, students will complement their study of edited texts encountered in 'Writing in the Pre-Modern World' with manuscript or early printed copies of those texts, which will enable them to apply the archival skills they acquire in 'The Material Text, 1300-1700' to the works they study in 'Writing in the Pre-Modern World'. Students also select two optional modules (one of which may be from outside the pathway), and complete a dissertation on an approved topic of their choice. Part-time students: first year students take one of the two compulsory modules (ESH7063 Writing in the Pre-Modern World and ESH7064 The Material Text, 1300-1700) and one optional module; second-year students take the other compulsory module not already taken and one optional module, plus the dissertation. Pathway 3:  Eighteenth-Century Literature and RomanticismCompulsory modules:ESH7014 Ideas and Metaphors; ESH7045 London Panoramas; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7000 DissertationThis pathway takes a truly interdisciplinary approach, and explores the history of genres, philosophy, politics, history, and visual culture, amongst other topics. The compulsory module, ‘Ideas and Metaphors’, offers a rigorous grounding in the themes, methods, arguments, and contexts needed to understand and interpret eighteenth-century and Romantic literature. Through focused discussion of one or two ideas or metaphors that characterize and structure the literature and thought of the period, students will assess the use and understanding of various terms such as 'wit', 'candour', 'commerce' and 'sublimity', looking carefully at their shifting meanings, contested values, and historical development, as well as at their representation in literary and non-literary writing. Students select three optional modules from a range of choices (one of which may be from outside the pathway), and complete a dissertation on an approved topic of their choice.  Research training is provided by the period specific ‘London Panoramas’ and the general ‘Resources for Research’.Part-time students: first year students take ESH7014 Ideas and Metaphors, ESH7045 London Panoramas, ESH7046 Resources for Research; and one elective module in semester 2; second year students take two elective modules and the dissertation.Pathway 4: Victorian LiteratureCompulsory modules: ESH7024 Victorian Voices; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7000 Dissertation; in addition students must take the non-credit bearing research skills module ESH7045 London Panoramas: Research, Culture and the Long Eighteenth Century.This pathway provides an opportunity to explore a wide range of literature written in Britain between 1832 and 1900. The compulsory module, ‘Victorian Voices’, introduces students to a range of Victorian literary representations of identity. The module draws on canonical and non-canonical poetry and prose to explore ways of expressing core aspects of self while also considering the implications of audience and contexts. Students select three optional modules (one of which may be from outside the pathway), and complete a dissertation on an approved topic of their choice. Research training is provided by the ‘Resources for Research’ module.Part-time students: first year students take ESH7024 Victorian Voices, ESH7046 Resources for Research, ESH7045 London Panoramas and one elective module in semester 2; second year students take two elective modules and the dissertation. Pathway 5: Writing in the Modern AgeCompulsory modules: ESH7034 Modernism and After; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7036 Researching Modern Culture; ESH7000 DissertationThis pathway offers a historically wide-ranging, theoretically rigorous, and generically diverse grounding in twentieth-century literary culture. The compulsory module, ‘Modernism and After’, examines the key terms 'modernity' and 'modernism' from conceptual, aesthetic, and historical perspectives, while also exploring the relation of modernist writing to postcoloniality and to postwar literature. Students engage with a variety of literary and non-literary modes, encompassing narrative fiction, poetry, and critical theory. Students select three optional modules (one of which may be from outside the pathway), and complete a dissertation on an approved topic of their choice. Research training is provided by the period-specific ‘Researching Modern Culture’ and the general ‘Resources for Research’. Part-time students: first year students take ESH7034 Modernism and After; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7036 Researching Modern Culture; and one elective module in semester 2; second year students take two elective modules and the dissertation. Pathway 6: Contemporary WritingCompulsory Modules: ESH7023 Writing and the Present; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7036 Researching Modern Culture; ESH7000 DissertationThis pathway brings together a variety of genres and critical approaches to contemporary literature, offering the opportunity to explore fiction, poetry, and life writing, as well as debates in cultural theory and philosophy about the very nature and periodization of contemporaneity. The compulsory module, ‘Writing and the Present’, focuses on notions of ‘writing’ and the ‘present’ in relation to broad contemporary debates about the historical present, the nature of time, and the difficulties of periodization. Special attention is devoted to questions of technology, innovation, and social change that bring into question the category of writing itself, explore its role in current theoretical debates, its place in contemporary philosophy, and its transformations in the context of digital culture. Students select three optional modules (one of which may be from outside the pathway), and complete a dissertation on an approved topic of their choice. Research training is provided by the period specific ‘Researching Modern Culture’ and the general ‘Resources for Research’. Part-time students: first year students take ESH7023 Writing and the Present; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7036 Researching Modern Culture; and one elective module in semester 2; second year students take two elective modules and the dissertation. Pathway 7: Postcolonial and Global LiteraturesCompulsory modules: ESH7027 Peripheral Modernities; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7036 Researching Modern Culture; ESH7000 DissertationThis pathway explores writing from the classic to the contemporary, in English and in translation, that reflects on questions of global relatedness and colonial power.    The compulsory module ‘Peripheral Modernities’ offers a thorough grounding in concepts of modernity, globalisation, and culture as viewed from the global peripheries. The module asks students to consider how we should theorise and understand these peripheries. Students select three optional modules (one of which may be from outside the pathway), and complete a dissertation on an approved topic of their choice.   Research training is provided by the period specific ‘Researching Modern Culture’ and the general ‘Resources for Research’.Part-time students: first year students take ESH7027 Peripheral Modernities; ESH7046 Resources for Research; ESH7036 Researching Modern Culture; and one elective module in semester 2; second year students take two elective modules and the dissertation. The list of elective modules expands and changes as new modules are proposed or amended and approved through the Queen Mary Quality Assurance processes. Students may choose up to a maximum of 30 credits of cognate elective modules offered by Schools in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (subject to approval by their adviser) and from cognate intercollegiate elective modules offered by Colleges of the University of London (subject to approval by their adviser and the Head of the Department of English).
	This will remove the corresponding row from the table.: 
	Module_title: 
	Please enter a module code. If the module is an existing approved module use this code. If the module is a new module being proposed you can suggest a proposed module code.: 
	The number of credits the module comprises of. Academic credit is awarded in multiples of 15.: 
	Academic Level refers to the relative complexity, depth of study and learner autonomy required in relation to a module in the context of its discipline: each module will be ascribed a level on the following scale:3 Foundation - pre-degree level. (Previously referred to as level 0)4 Introductory (previously referred to as level 1)5 Intermediate (previously referred to as level 2)6 Final (previously referred to as level 3)7 Masters (previously referred to as level M): 
	Compulsory module refers to a module that must be taken in order to meet requirements for progression and/or award.Core module refers to a module that must be passed in order to meet award regulations.Elective module refers to a module that is optional for students to choose.Study only module refers to a module that has no credit associated with it i.e. it is 0 credit-weighted.: 
	The academic year in which the module will be taken.: 
	Semester in which the module will be taken.: 
	If students on this programme undertake all or part of their study at another Higher Education Institution then the programme involves external collaborative activity. The nature of any collaboration should be detailed here.: First degree (UK): A good 2:1 (that is, an average of 65 or higher) in English Literature or a cognate Humanities discipline (for example, Drama, History, Philosophy ).North America: minimum grade point average of 3.5.IELTS: A minimum overall score of 7.5, with at least 7.0 in Writing.TOEFL (paper based): A score of at least 625.
	There should be a brief explanation of the remit and purpose of the committee discharged with managing the operation of the programme (e.g. Graduate Studies Committee).Consideration should be given to student representatives and hearing student views. This should include details of how students have been involved in the development – to include a section on user involvement where appropriate. Articulate how students will be involved in the quality management processes for the programme and how the programme team will ensure that student views are heard effectively, such as through a Student-Staff Liaison Committee.: Student-Staff Liaison Committee and student feedback: MA students have two representatives on the department's Student-Staff Liaison Committee, which is chaired by the Head of English, where they are able to raise questions and concerns about aspects of programme management. Current MA students were involved at an early stage in the development of this programme and their comments were taken into account when defining the pathways and programme title.  All modules are evaluated by written student questionnaires, which are monitored by the Head of English. Convenors are required to respond to student feedback in their module reviews.Advisers and induction:Students will attend the School's induction programme for Master's students. This will include a pathway-specific induction with the convenor, a one-to-one meeting with the student's adviser to discuss the the student's choice of options. Students will be assigned to their advisers at induction. They will meet at the beginning of each semester to discuss practical and academic issues (including dissertation plans) to set goals. Other meetings will be arranged for week 6 (to discuss module essay plans). A record of these meetings will be kept in the student's file.Programme management:The Programme is managed by a Programmes Committee, chaired by the Director of Graduate Taught Programmes, and supported by a member of the School of English and Drama's administrative staff. The membership  includes the pathway convenors and the Chair of the Postgraduate Subject Examination Board. It  reports to the Department Board. The Programmes Committee has overall responsibility for •ensuring the academic coherence and quality of the programme, within the framework of the Academic Regulations• organizing the timetable and considering proposals for new pathways and modules, and other planning initiatives• monitoring recruitment and resources• devising action plans in response to feedback from student module evaluations and the PTES• coordinating examination procedures for the programme• ensuring that the programme is publicized effectively, through the School's website, through the postgraduate prospectus, and through other printed publicity materials and promotional activities• overseeing annual module review in the light of external examiners' reports• contributing to the Annual Review of Postgraduate ProgrammesThe pathway convenors have responsibility for:•allocating dissertation supervisors to students taking the pathway•assisting the Director of Postgraduate Taught Programmes/PG SEB Chair in organizing the assessment procedures for the pathway, advising on the allocation of first and second markers for assessed work, and where relevant responding to external examiners' reports' 
	This may include the Degree Classification Algorithm for the Programme.: Not applicable.
	Employer_links: The MA in English Studies provides a grounding in research methodologies and practices for students who intended to progress to doctoral work, an enhanced understanding of the study of literature relevant to students who intended to follow a teaching career, and improved competence in transferable skills valued more generally in the market place, including the analysis of complex evidence, the oral and written presentation of arguments and information, and effective time-management. Employer feedback has particularly valued the research skills and high level of critical thinking acquired by graduates from the MA and the contribution these make to the problem-solving abilities required of those who work at senior levels in complex organizations.
	Person_completing: 
	Prog_manager: 
	TLC_prog_spec_approval_school_date: 1 February 2017



